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i Abstract i

Background:

The estimated number of street youth in St. Petersburg is 10,000, with 75% of them being 14-19 years old. A
2006 study in St. Petersburg found a 37.4% HIV prevalence rate in a representative sample of 313 street youth
age 15-19. Most of them exhibit high-risk behaviors such as drug use and unprotected sex with multiple
partners.
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Intervention:

Since August 2006, DOW together with local partners developed an integrated program to assist HIV-positive

street youth and prevent further spread of HIV. The program is comprised of the following elements:

1. Street outreach that includes city mapping, risk reduction, psychosocial counseling and referral;

2. Mobile testing unit providing volunteer pre- and posttest counseling and rapid HIV testing;

3. Drop-in centers for street youth providing basic sanitary and first aid, psychosocial counseling,
vocational orientation, tutoring and leisure activities;

4. Short-term overnight shelter providing room and board for 8 clients for up to two weeks;

5. Halfway house for six HIV-positive drug-involved youth to be open in 2008;

6. A 10-session risk reduction intervention with materials and peer education tailored to street youth;

7. Provider education and advocacy to reduce stigma and discrimination towards street youth.

Results:
In addition to participants of the 2006 study, 225 street youth tested for HIV with 77 (34.2%) positive results.
City AIDS Center provides services to street youth without any prerequisites or barriers to access.
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